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International 
Capacity 
Reliance

Europe / Middle East / Asia Subsea Capacity is 

reliant on the Red Sea

01 The Red Sea & Subsea Cables



International 
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Reliance

12 In-Service Submarine Cables Traverse the Red Sea
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International 
Capacity 
Reliance

At least five planned systems.
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‘Gate of Grief’

20km wide Bab-el Mandeb Strait squeezes all cables 

to a corridor <12km.
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Shipping Attacks 18th Nov ‘23 - Today



Houthi Threat?
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Houthi Threat?
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24th February 2024  around 19:41 UTCI

Heard AAE-1 and TGN-EA have both 
gone down in the Red Sea today -
anyone else got any news on this?

Heard AAE-1 and TGN-EA have both 
gone down in the Red Sea today -
anyone else got any news on this?

Heard AAE-1 and TGN-EA have both 
gone down in the Red Sea today -
anyone else got any news on this?

Asked around and am told EIG S4.5 is 
down too today.

AAE-1

TGN

EIG

We’ve confirmed SEACOM, TGN, EIG and 
AAE.
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SEACOM confirmed as 0945 24th Feb, 
near Djibouti

09:45?

SEACOM confirmed as 0945 24th Feb, 
near Djibouti

Djibouti

AAE-1 confirmed, 2135km from zafarana 
– puts it at the bottom of the Red Sea
AAE-1 confirmed, 2135km from zafarana 
– puts it at the bottom of the Red Sea

Is that fibre break or shunt localisation?

Shunt

1039km from BU Saudi Arabia
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Red Sea

Shunt

1039km from BU KSA

This is from SEACOM senior management. I am not 
convinced – we will have to wait….since 09:45 GMT, in 
the vicinity of Mayun Island from what we can see thus 
far.

This is from SEACOM senior management. I am not 
convinced – we will have to wait….since 09:45 GMT, in 
the vicinity of Mayun Island from what we can see thus 
far.

Mayun Island
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Let's use this group chat as a core channel for a 
Crisis team and coordination for responding to 
the Red Sea cable cut major incident/crisis.
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There is a location in proximity to Hanish Islands where AAE-1, TGN 
and EIG run in parallel and relatively isolated from other systems, do 
we have data from any other systems, SMW5 in particular would be 
interesting?

There is a location in proximity to Hanish Islands where AAE-1, TGN 
and EIG run in parallel and relatively isolated from other systems, do 
we have data from any other systems, SMW5 in particular would be 
interesting?

There is a location in proximity to Hanish Islands where AAE-1, TGN 
and EIG run in parallel and relatively isolated from other systems, do 
we have data from any other systems, SMW5 in particular would be 
interesting?

Hanish Islands
SMW5

…Other Cables

Is there much fishing in the area?

Bottom interacting fishing is limited, if 
at all. Worth checking AIS for other 
vessels.

Will do. Unlikely, but could all be 
coincidence too of course!

Fishing
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Coincidence

The only volcano hazard we saw near 
here was that system in the Gulf of 
Aden that melted after it was laid too 
close…

I believe that was hot brine pools

Volcano

Hot Brine Pools

Just checked USGS: There’s not been 
any seismic activity of note in the past 
week.

Seismic

DTS calls out mass slumping risk from 
Hanish Islands – these are on the 
slope.
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One other thing I thought was that Rubymar vessel that was 
abandoned, apparently had anchor down at time of abandonment. 
Very, very speculative, but might be worth a look. 

One other thing I thought was that Rubymar vessel that was 
abandoned, apparently had anchor down at time of abandonment. 
Very, very speculative, but might be worth a look. 
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Misinformation 
Perpetuation

02 24th Feburary 2024



03 Which, When & Where?



Which systems 
actually failed?

Where are the fault 
locations?

When specifically 
were the faults?
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03 Which, when & Where?

AAE-1, SEACOM and EIG confirmed (SEACOM and 

TGN are the same). 

MENA & FALCON confirmed live.

Which systems 
actually failed?



03 Which, when & Where?

AAE-1, SEACOM and EIG confirmed (SEACOM and 

TGN are the same). 

MENA & FALCON confirmed live internally.

EASSy confirmed live with owner.

SMW3, SMW4, SMW5 and IMW confirmed live with 

owner.

Which systems 
actually failed?



03 Which, when & Where?

Direct analysis of OTDR data allowed fault location 

data to be refined.

Where are the fault 
locations?



03 Which, when & Where?

When specifically 
were the faults?
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When specifically 
were the faults?



03 Which, when & Where?

xx

When specifically 
were the faults?



04 Causes



Vessel (Anchor, 

Dredging or Fishing)

Statistical Likelihood: 58%

04 Causes

Intrinsic Failure

Statistical Likelihood: 10.5%

Geohazard / Natural 

Feature

Statistical Likelihood: 4.8%

Hostile Act

Statistical Likelihood: Unknown



04 Causes

Seismicity Records

Survey Data

Fault Timing

Desktop Study

Geohazard / 
Natural Feature?



Vessel (Anchor, 

Dredging or Fishing)

Statistical Likelihood: 58%

04 Causes

Intrinsic Failure

Statistical Likelihood: 10.5%

Geohazard / Natural 

Feature

Statistical Likelihood: 4.8%

Hostile Act

Statistical Likelihood: Unknown



04 Causes

Fishing Activity?

Anchoring?

Unusual Activity?

Vessel?



04 Causes

Fishing Activity?

Anchoring?

Unusual Activity?

Vessel?





04 Causes

No AIS transmission

Not underway (no wake)

Inconsistent with TSS navigation

Close proximity to failed cables (<5km)

Vessel?





04 Causes

Dimensions are consistent

Wheelhouse configuration is consistent.

Deck colouring consistent.

Northward drift consistent with known wind and 

ocean currents since abandonment.

Photographic confirmation that anchor was 

deployed (fault mechanism).

Rubymar



Rubymar summary
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