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Today’s 
BT Tower



Where 
exactly is BT 

Tower?

Source: Google Maps



Why such a tall tower in 
central London?

• In 1954 a system of microwave radio 
links was proposed to meet the 
expected growth of the long-distance 
telephone and television networks 
between London and the provinces

• The solution was a striking addition to 
London’s skyline



Background

• Two options were considered: the first 
was a ring of radio stations on the 
outskirts with broadband links 
extended to central London by cable; 
the second was a single radio station 
near the centre.

• A ring of stations would involve no 
special technical difficulties, but a 
central station would need a building 
with adequate ground clearance for 
the radio paths for the foreseeable 
future.
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Strategic decision…

• The Royal Fine Art Commission objected to building a tower on the grounds 
it would obstruct the views of better buildings, but their objection was not 
sustained.

• The proposal for a high tower in central London was preferred, partly to 
avoid the traffic problems of cable laying but mainly because it would be 
impractical to find a number of suitable high-ground sites around London.

• Once the decision had been taken, finding a site did not present a serious 
problem: the museum telephone exchange in Howland Street was a focal 
point both for telecommunications systems and for the network of vision 
cables in London.

• Space was available for a tower in a yard of Cleveland Mews and the design 
and construction problems could be solved along with the extension of 
Museum telephone exchange. 



Early engineering drawing 
of the exchange & tower



The Post Office Electrical Engineering Journal - Vol 55 Part 2 - July 1962



The Post Office Electrical Engineering Journal - Vol 58 Part 3 - October 1965



Rebuilding Britain after WW2…





Key dates and events

• Construction began in April 1961 and was completed 
in 1965

• The tower was designed by the Ministry of Public Works

• The main contractors were Peter Lind & Co Ltd

• The tower's foundations are sunk 174 ft into London 
clay

• The tower's revolving restaurant opened in 1966

• In 1966, Queen Elizabeth II visited the tower and had 
high tea with Tony Benn and Sir William Butlin 

• In 2003, the tower was given Grade-II listed status 

• In 2009, an LED screen was wrapped around the 
tower's 36th and 37th floors 



The tower in 1970



The Post Office’s 
microwave radio 
network of 1970

Image source:  TCC 297/TELE ED 16, Courtesy of BT Group Archives



Floors of the 
Post Office Tower



Photos from 
January 2000



Image source:  TCC 297/TELE ED 16, Courtesy of BT Group Archives



BT Tower Birmingham



Image source:  TCC 297/TELE ED 16, Courtesy of BT Group Archives



BT Heaton Park Radio Station, Manchester



Like many BT radio stations, 
Heaton Park is still operational 
however its purpose has changed 
as technology has evolved…



Heaton Park as a 
node within the 
wider national 

microwave radio 
network



Pale Heights, 
Delamere Forst
Photo taken 03 January 2011 



Windy Hill 
Radio Station

Photo taken 13 March 2017 Photo taken 08 September 2012



Beyond the 
technical operation, 
the tower had a 
popular secondary 
function

Enter Billy Butlin and his revolving 
restaurant, plus cocktail bar, plus 
viewing galleries…



Cocktails and fine dining at the top of the tower



Butlin’s Top of the Tower restaurant



An exclusive venue



The place to be…



Exclusive dining…





The rich and famous… 



The Tower 
Tavern



Images and memorabilia



Memorabilia



Memorabilia 
- ash trays 



…and more 
memorabilia



Commemorative Coin
1965 (8 October): The tower is officially opened by 
Prime Minister Harold Wilson. Its microwave radio 
systems can handle 160,000 simultaneous telephone 
calls and up to 40 television channels



From models to tat (memorabilia)



Commemorative 
Stamps



First day 
covers



A bomb exploded in the 
ceiling of the men's toilets 

at the Top of the Tower 
restaurant at 04:30 on 31 

October 1971



An architectural masterpiece in 
which form follows function…



The 
tower 
today…



The tower today, let’s head inside…



Airport style security leads to a truly unique experience



Photos taken during 
Maritime Innovation Week 
- November 2024



Looking 
towards the 
base of the 

tower



An event’s space like no other…



Approaching 
the elevator to 
the 34th floor



Heading to 
the 34th 
floor, at 
speed…

1400 Feet per Minute



Cocktail reception with canapés



The tower 
still has a 
full-service 
restaurant



A popular venue for team events







Keep your 
camera 

pressed to 
the glass, 

or…



Staff & guests' event at BT Tower - 02 August 2024



BT ArtBox calls on designers for a London-wide phonebox 
installation (16 February 2012) - London design week



The working 
side of 

BT Tower



BT 
operational 
areas in the 

tower





The iconic concrete and glass circular BT Tower might be considered a piece of vintage architecture on 
the outside, but on the inside it plays host to a state of the art television facility.



BT tower and the media

Artwork image source: https://www.redbubble.com/i/poster/Kitten-Kong-by-willHartnell1/42008697.LVTDI Image source: https://x.com/goodiespodcast/status/1194207776735547392/photo/1 
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BT tower on TV 
and in movies

The Netflix series, Union, 
makes a big deal out of 
the BT Tower in Fitzrovia, 
London. 
The agency’s HQ is there 
in the movie, which is a 
lovely novelty for people 
who live in the UK.

Source: https://www.msn.com/en-gb/travel/news/action-packed-the-union-had-plenty-of-interesting-filming-locations-let-s-break-them-down/ar-AA1oXgyI 
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Artwork and modernism

Source: https://www.adambutler.com/shop/london/london-panoramic-photographs/sunrise-with-the-bt-tower-and-marylebone/ 
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Painting and prints



London 2012 
merchanidise



National fibre optic cable rollout 
signals the end of trunk radio systems



The rise and 
fall of national 
microwave 
radio links 

Source: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2070608/BT-Tower-Last-satellite-dish-removed-iconic-building.html 
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The end of 
an era…

Source: https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/bt-tower-sale-mcr-hotel-deal-london-skyline-b1140493.html 
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Summary

• BT Tower opened in 1965 
and enabled national 
telecommunications and TV 
services

• The tower is 189 metres tall 
and weights 13,000 tonnes

• The Butlin’s run revolving 
restaurant operated 
between 1966 and 1980

• The ‘tower’ is currently one 
of the largest TV switching 
centres in Europe

• BT will vacate the tower and 
hand it over to MCR Hotels in 
a couple of years, for 
conversion to a hotel (with 
cocktail bar and restaurant)



Thanks for your 
attention, any 
questions?
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